From the Desk of
Maria Cahill,
Principal
November 3, 2021

Greetings Saint Pius Tenth School Families!
Reminder that Daylight Savings time ends this weekend – Clocks are turned back one hour at 2:00 AM Sunday,
November 7, 2021.
We have several items to bring to your attention this week. We appreciate your careful reading to be sure nothing
is missed.
CONGRATULATIONS to our two top sellers in the Saint Pius Tenth School Annual Fall Fundraiser!
Billy Dieffenbacher in our Kindergarten Class was our top seller and will receive a $100 Target Gift Card
Ariana Gerber in our Grade 3 Classroom came in second and will receive a $75 Target Gift Card
Great job!
We sincerely thank everyone who helped to make this year’s fundraiser a success! We came within just a few
dollars of last year’s sales. The unofficial amount in sales is just over $31,000!
Our Grade 3 class enjoyed a pizza lunch for being the top-selling homeroom.
***Due to transportation and driver shortage challenges, our Fall Fundraiser pick up date has been moved
to Thursday, November 18, 2021 from 3:30 PM – 5:30 PM. This will be a drive-up event. Please stay tuned
for specific details.
A huge THANK YOU!! to Mrs. DiCesare (or should I say Chewbacca), PAC, and the amazing group of parents who
made our Halloween celebration so much fun this past Friday. We can’t do what we do without your generosity,
enthusiasm, and energy. A great time was had by all!

Please be sure to check out the Splatters / PAC Holiday Ornament Decorating flyer included in this week’s
communication. This will be held on Friday, November 12, 2021.

***IMPORTANT NOTE***

On Wednesday, November 10, 2021, our students have a half-day of school to allow for teachers to engage in
Professional Development in the afternoon. ALL Pre-K students will dismiss at 11:30 AM, and those students in
Grades K – 5 will be dismissed at 11:45 AM. Our normal carline procedure should be followed.
We have confirmed the following transportation details with our local public school transportation departments. It
is, however, recommended that you also confirm with your local public district of residence, just in case anything
changes at their end.
 Gates-Chili – WILL provide normal AM service and WILL accommodate the 11:45 AM dismissal (future
half-day dismissals WILL NOT have 11:45 AM busing).
 Churchville-Chili – WILL provide normal AM service but WILL NOT be providing 11:45 AM dismissal
busing. Pick up will be the responsibility of families. Please be sure to indicate the plan change in our
PickUp Patrol app.






Brockport – WILL provide both AM and 11:45 AM dismissal busing
Hilton – WILL provide both AM and 11:45 AM dismissal busing
Spencerport – WILL provide both AM and 11:45 AM dismissal busing
Wheatland-Chili – WILL provide normal AM service but WILL NOT be providing 11:45 AM dismissal busing
– Please be sure to indicate the plan change in our PickUp Patrol app.

Thursday, November 11, 2021 is the Veterans Day holiday. Thank you to all who have served and continue to
serve!!
Friday, November 12 is our monthly school liturgy. Please be sure that Grades K – 5 students are in full uniform.
SCHOOL CLOSINGS & WEATHER (OR OTHER) EMERGENCIES
It’s that time of year again. I heard the “S” word in this morning’s forecast!
Please note that if school will be closed due to inclement weather or other uncontrollable conditions,
information will be given over local television stations (by 7:00 AM whenever possible).
For weather related closings, we follow the GATES-CHILI Public School District. Required code numbers
assigned to all county schools make this information reliable. If Gates-Chili is closed due to a weather related
issue, Saint Pius Tenth School is also closed.
For all other closings (non-weather related), we will utilize the My Student Progress platform as our basis for
communication.
We will also send a text message blast as early as possible through our My Student Progress (MSP) platform.
Please be sure that we have the most current contact information on file in the school office.
School Picture make-up / retake day is Thursday, December 2, 2021. This will include any students who were
absent on October 22 and our Pre-K 3 students. Please remember that this is a DRESS-UP picture.
Report Cards are scheduled to be distributed by the end of the day on Friday, November 19, 2021. They will be
posted on the My Student Progress (MSP) Parent Portal. By now, you should have received an email with
instructions on how to access the portal. Please let us know if you are still unable to log in.
Family / Teacher Conferences are scheduled for Monday, December 6, 2021. Please reach out to your student(s)’
teacher to confirm or schedule a time to meet. School to home communication is one of the greatest opportunities
for student success!
We have noticed several students wearing smartwatches or other watches that have texting or picture-taking
capabilities. Please note that this type of watch is not allowed, as per our uniform policy. Please refer to our
Family/Caregiver Handbook for a review.
Once again, we are hoping to hold an event that has been tremendously important to our school community. The
Saint Pius Tenth School Golf Tournament, an event not able to be held for the last two years, is scheduled for
Monday, June 6, 2022. This is a tremendous opportunity for community connection, a great time, and an awesome
fundraiser for our school.
If you might be willing to chair the tournament or serve on a planning committee, please reach out to me at 585247-5650 or maria.cahill@dor.org.
A successful event takes months of planning, so it is not too early to begin preliminary planning! Thank you in
advance for your consideration!
Phew! I think that is all for this week.
Have a Wonderful and Blessed rest of the week!
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CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING
By: Anne Sabo

This year, our school community is called to focus
our reflection and action on our Catholic Social
Teachings. Therefore, our keynote speaker for our
Superintendent’s Conference Day in October, Sr.
Donna Del Santo, SSJ gave us a good review of the
seven themes of Catholic Social teaching. I thought
you, too, might benefit from the information she
shared with us.
The bread you do not use is the bread of the hungry.
The garment hanging in your wardrobe is the
garment of the person who is naked. The shoes you
do not wear are the shoes of the one who is
barefoot. The money you keep locked away is the
money of the poor. The acts of charity you do not
perform are the injustices you commit. ~Saint Basil
330-374
Dignity of the Human Person
All people are sacred and made in the image and
likeness of God…
Human life is sacred, and the dignity of the human
person is the foundation of a moral vision for
society. Our belief in the sanctity of human life and
the inherent dignity of the human person is the
foundation of all the principles of our social
teaching.
Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before
you were born, I dedicated you, a prophet to the
nations I appointed you. ~Jeremiah 1:5
Care of God’s Creation
The earth is God’s - love, protect and respect it.
We are called to protect people and the planet, living
our faith in relationship with all of God’s creation.
This environmental challenge has fundamental
moral and ethical dimensions that cannot be
ignored.
Creation and all created things are inherently good
because they are of the Lord. ~1 Corinthians 10:26
Community and the Common Good
The human person is both sacred and social;
when one suffers, we all suffer.
We believe people have a right and a duty to
participate in society, seeking together the common
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good and well-being of all, especially those who are
poor and vulnerable.
Those who love God, must love their brothers and
sisters. ~1John 4:19-21
Rights and Responsibilities
People have a fundamental right to life, food and
shelter, health care, education and employment.
You have been told what is good and what Yahweh
asks of you, simply this to act justly, love tenderly and
walk humbly with your God. ~ Micah 6:8
Option for the Poor
The moral test of a society is how it treats its
most vulnerable members.
For I was hungry, and you gave me food, I was thirsty
and you gave me drink… ~Matthew 25:35-40
Dignity of Work
The economy must serve people, not the other
way around. Work is more than a way to make a
living; it is a form of continuing participation in
God’s creation.
If the dignity of work is to be protected, then the
basic rights of workers must be respected - the right
to productive work, to decent and fair wages, to the
organization and joining of unions, to private
property, and to economic initiative.
All workers should be paid a just and living wage.
~Mt. 20:1-6
Solidarity
We are our brothers and sisters’ keepers,
wherever they may be. At the core of the virtue of
Solidarity is the pursuit of justice and peace.
In our connected humanity, we are invited to build
relationships, to understand what life is like for
others who are different from us because we are one
human family whatever our national, religious, racial,
ethnic, economic or
ideological differences are.
Never tire of working for a
more just world, marked by
greater solidarity… ~Pope
Francis
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UNIFORM AND DRESS CODE REMINDERS:
This is just a reminder that as of November 1st shorts
may not be worn as part of the school uniform. The
Uniform Policy can be found in the Parent and
Student Handbook found on the school website.
**November through April: Sweatpants must be
worn over the gym shorts outside of P.E. Class.**

Website: http://www.saintpiustenthschool.org

email: spxdcs@dor.org

Join us as we create and celebrate the holiday season!
PAC & Splatter’s Studio present: Family Holiday Ornament Painting
Event!
This year, Splatters will provide 2 Options:
1. Come in person Friday November 12th at 6 pm
In-person event will follow strict masking and distancing protocols, temperature checks,
and COVID self-certification completion (NO exceptions). Because of required
guidelines, we will not be serving refreshments at this year’s event, and seating will be
on a first come-first served basis, as dictated by capacity limit in the gymnasium.
OR
2. Take home a paint kit with ornament.
Kits will be sent home Nov 15th to be returned to school by Nov 22nd
Ornament pricing: $10 per ornament
The choices are a tree, a star, a mitten and an ornament. Please indicate how many of each
you would like to paint. Put cash or check (made out to St Pius Tenth School) and order form
(below) in an envelope marked “Holiday Ornament Painting.” Order form and payment are
due to the main office by Friday, NOVEMBER 5th.
Cut here

Family Name: ________________________________

Tree: ________

Star: _________

Ornament: ________

Mitten: __________

Attending in Person: Y/N______ How many?: _________
Seating may be limited due to guidelines.

Amount Due: $_______________
cash or check (made out to St Pius Tenth School)

St Pius X Fall Clean-up
Saturday
November 6, 2021
9:00 AM till
(the leaves are gone)

We will be gathering to do our annual
Fall clean-up of the Parish grounds
on Saturday November 6.
Everyone in the Parish is welcome to help out,
there is always plenty to do. Please bring rakes,
gloves, tarps (blowers if you have them).
This is a great opportunity for Scouts, High School
students or others needing service hours. This
usually amounts to 3-4 hours of service for the day.

