
 
 

The theme of the third week of Advent is JOY!  
Christmas is a joyful celebration of the birth of the baby Jesus, God's entry into the world. 

 

Greetings Saint Pius Tenth School Families 

 

School-wide Service Opportunity 
We have one more day to collect items for our school-wide service project benefitting Daystar Kids. 
Thank you to all who have donated, and to those who are still thinking about it, please send any 
items in with your student(s) tomorrow.  
If you are unable to donate, you can still help! Please pray for those who are serviced by this 
incredible organization, as well as those who provide care for these medically fragile children. 
This is such a worthwhile organization, as I have learned through personal experience. 
 
As I am sure you have heard in the news, Monroe County is making COVID home-test kits available 
to schools. It is the county’s intent to encourage families to self-test for COVID immediately before 
any holiday gatherings with individuals outside of their household.  
On Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, December 20-22, kits will be available for pick up here at 
school (1 kit per student). If you would like to pick up a test kit, please call the office at 247-5650. 
We will not distribute test kits directly to students.  
The test kit, which contains two rapid tests, will come home with a FAQ sheet, which includes 
reporting procedures for any positive tests and a telephone number to reach out to the county with 
any questions.  
We would like to make this as easy as possible for you - If you already utilize the car line at 
dismissal time, you may just follow your normal routine and a staff member will hand you the kits. 
If you do not currently use the car line for pick up, just follow the flow of traffic beginning at 3:15 
PM through the car line and stop at the main entrance. A staff member will hand you your kit(s). All 
kits will be labeled with the student’s name. 
If you would like a kit, but dismissal time will not work for you, or if your student rides the bus, 
please let the office know when you call to request the kit, and we will make sure that we can 
accommodate you. The school office hours are 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM. 
 



Five-week Progress Reports will be published on the MSP Parent Portal by the end of the day 
Friday, December 17, 2021.  
 
Please have your students dress appropriately for the weather conditions. In addition to arrival and 
dismissal times, we will be going outside for recess as much as possible (even in the snow). They 
may certainly bring with them a bag with snow pants, boots, gloves, etc. to dress to go outside 
during the school day. If they do not have sufficient clothing with them, they will not be able to 
participate in outdoor recess.  
Boots may NOT be worn for the entire school day, so students will need to bring with them a pair of 
shoes or sneakers to change into. 
 
Our next ½ day for students will be December 22, 2021. This will allow for teachers across the 
diocese to gather for an afternoon of professional growth opportunities. 
 
All students may dress down on Wednesday, December 22, the day before our Christmas Recess 
begins. We encourage all to dress in Christmas colors. 
 
Our Christmas Recess begins on Thursday, December 23, 2021. School will reopen on Monday, 
January 3, 2022. 
 
 
 

Have a Wonderful and Blessed Rest of the Week! 
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How do I administer the test? 

Carefully read and follow the instructions in the Quick Start Guide for Consumers, included in your box 

of test kits. You can also download the iHealth COVID-19 Antigen Rapid Test app on your smartphone 

to watch step-by-step videos. Adults should administer the test in children under age 15. 

 

How long do we have to wait for results? After administering the test, results will be available in 15 

minutes. Please report a positive test result within 24 hours (see instructions below). 

 

When should our household use these tests? The two most important times to be tested are after a 

possible exposure to someone with COVID-19 or before you are spending time with a vulnerable person, 

such as an older adult. Keep in mind, the test results only show if you have COVID on the day you are 

tested. So use the tests right before gathering with people outside of your household.  

 

I’m taking the test because I was exposed to someone with COVID. What should I know? If you are 

having COVID-like symptoms, you should take the test right away. If you don’t have symptoms, you 

should wait at least 3 days after the exposure before taking the test. 

 

We are a family of five, but we only have two boxes. Who should use them before we gather with 

others outside our household? Each box contains two test kits. Two groups should be prioritized for 

rapid testing: young children who cannot get vaccinated and people who spend the most time in spaces 

where they may be exposed to COVID, such as a crowded workplace or an airport. If you can, however, 

try to obtain additional kits and test your entire household before gathering with others. The tests can be 

used regardless of your vaccination status. 

 

What should we do if someone in our household tests positive? Any individual who tests positive for 

COVID-19 should immediately isolate from others and contact their primary health care provider. 

Whenever you cannot maintain a 6-foot distance from an infected individual in your home, you should 

both wear masks. 

 

Do we need to report a positive test result? Yes, within 24 hours you should upload your positive home 

test result to MCDPH. Take a picture of the test kit showing a positive result and upload it using the 

online form available at www.monroecounty.gov/health-covid19-reporting. If you need assistance, 

please call Monroe County’s COVID hotline at 585-753-5555. 

 

What happens if I don’t report my positive test result within 24 hours? If MCDPH does not have a 

record of your positive test result, we cannot provide an official Release from Isolation Order that is 

required by many employers, schools, etc. when your isolation period is over. Please plan ahead! 

 

Do we need to report a negative test result? No, you do not need to report a negative home test result to 

the Monroe County Department of Public Health. 

 

 

https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0428/9406/5826/files/Quick_Start_Guide_for_Consumers.pdf?v=1636132901
https://www.monroecounty.gov/health-covid19-reporting
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Creating Read-Aloud Routines 

By: Mrs. Cathy Graves 

One of the greatest joys of teaching in an elementary 

school is experiencing the growth children make 

when reading. 

In the primary grades they learn to read, and then in 

the intermediate grades they read to learn. Fostering 

that transition is something that home and school 

need to work on together to ensure each child’s 

success. 

Reading aloud with primary aged children is a great 

start. If you don’t already have one, develop a read-

aloud routine using favorite story books (or ones that 

will become favorites). Then there are 4 easy steps 

to follow. 

1. Introduce the book to your child in the same 

manner teachers do.  Talk about the title, author, 

illustrator and kind of book you will be reading-

fiction, fairy tale, informational book, poetry, etc. 

Ask your child if there is any prediction they 

could make or discuss some prior knowledge that 

relates to the title or the picture on the cover. 

2. Model fluent reading with good expression and 

appropriate pacing. You can change your voice to 

convey character’s emotions.  Take time to study 

the pictures.  Slow down your reading when 

complicated information is being given. 

3. Stop, think, and discuss.  Stop occasionally and 

check that your child understands what is 

happening, who the main characters are and 

what the main ideas and key details are. This is a 

great opportunity to talk about vocabulary as 

well.  Children also need opportunities to ask 

questions.  If you need to, help your child answer 

questions by thinking aloud. Explain how you 

need to reread, look carefully at pictures, and 

think about what makes sense. 

4. Discuss the book after you’ve finished reading it. 

At this point, you can help your child make 

connections between the book and experiences 

he or she has had. Connections can also be made 

to other books and to the world. 

 

Most of all, take time to enjoy books together.  In our 

tech-abundant world, it’s a joy to cozy up in a shared 

blanket, in a comfy chair and read story books 

together. Seeing your child pick up those same story 

books and read them on their own, or read them with 

you over and over again is a  joy that creates beautiful 

memories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY READING! 



 
 
 

  

“Daystar Kids is New York State’s first-and-only 
Pediatric Respite Center for children up to age six who 
are braving serious, and often life-threatening health 
care complexities and developmental challenges. 

  
Daystar Kids one-of-a-kind program incorporates a coordinated, case-management approach to ensure 
that each child receives the expert care they need to successfully support their developmental, health 
care, and family goals. Daystar Kids core services model incorporates expert pediatric nursing and respite 
care, therapeutic and educational enrichment programs, family training, support, and advocacy services, 
including care coordination and transitional services for children leaving early intervention programs 
and entering school-based systems of care. 
 
Daystar Kids provides seamless coordination of each child's required therapies and partners closely with 
Monroe County’s Early Intervention program and area school districts. Daystar Kids also offers weekly 
music therapy and special education services for all enrollees, through its own adaptive early 
intervention curriculum. Special Early Education Developmental Strategies (SEEDS). 
 
Operating year-round, Daystar Kids is the only center-based program available offering full-day learning 
opportunities for children as young as six months of age through age five across its three dedicated 
classrooms.” 
 
As a part of our call to serve others, Saint Pius Tenth School will be collecting items from December 1 
through December 16 (12 school days).  
 
Please see the items on Daystar’s Wish List (included) and send them in with your students on any of the 
school days listed.  
 
Thank you in advance for your willingness to with this incredibly worthwhile organization! 
 
 

 
 




	Notes From the Principal
	Monroe County At-Home COVID Test FAQ
	Bulletin Article Mrs. Graves
	Service Project Flyer
	Service Project Wish List for Daystar



